
2nd Annual 
High School Local History Smackdown 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Frequently Asked Questions & Resources 

 
What is the High School Local History Smackdown? 
 
The “Smackdown,” to borrow from a wrestling term, will offer teams of high school students 
from the local area bragging rights on who knows the most about the history, geography, 
and geology of Houghton, Keweenaw, Baraga, and Ontonagon counties. 
 
When and where is the Smackdown? 
 
The 2nd Annual “High School Local History Smackdown” will take place at the Calumet 
Theatre in Calumet at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 22, 2004. This event is part of the “Fourth 
Thursday in History” series sponsored by Keweenaw National Historical Park and the 
Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collections.  
 
Who can compete? 
 
Contestants will form a team of four, and should have an adult who can act as coach. A 
coach may be a teacher, a parent, a pastor, or anyone who is willing to take on the 
responsibility of keeping team members enthused, quizzing them before the event 
(sample questions attached), and getting them to the event on time. Coaches may 
manage more than one team (See Coach’s Guide). Teams are open to students 
attending any public or private high school in the four-county area. In addition, 
contestants are welcome to form their own teams independent of school sponsorship. 
Home-schoolers, church groups, scouting groups or other youth groups are welcome to 
participate. The deadline for registering a team is ► March 01, 2004 ◄ 
 
What is the format? 
 
The format for the event is much like that of a spelling or geography bee. During the 
event, a team will be called to the front of the stage and given a random question 
pertaining to local history. All questions will have a “short-answer” format. Teams will have 
15 seconds to confer, after which one member from the team will give the team’s answer. 
If the answer is correct, the team leaves the stage and awaits its next turn.  The contest 
features a double-elimination format; two wrong answers and a team is out of play. 
Judges knowledgeable on local history matters will provide final decisions on acceptable 
answers.  
 
What do students get out of this? 
 
A chance to show off in front of an audience of peers, parents, and complete strangers 
how much they know about the rich history of the place they call home. Besides bragging 
rights, every contestant and coach will receive a prize just for participating, regardless of 
how they place in the contest. In addition, the winning team receives the “Smackdown 

http://www.calumettheatre.com/
http://www.calumettheatre.com/
http://www.nps.gov/kewe
http://www.lib.mtu.edu/mtuarchives/history.aspx
http://www.nps.gov/kewe/2004-samples.htm
http://www.nps.gov/kewe/2004-guide.htm


Trophy”. This trophy “travels”, staying in the victorious team’s trophy case as long as that 
team can defend it in subsequent “Smackdowns”. 
 
How should a team prepare for the Smackdown? 
 
Preparation can be as formal or informal as a team makes it. Teams that invest time in 
advance preparation may proceed farther in the competition. However, teams who 
simply want to be a part of a fun night of local history are not discouraged from 
participating. 
 
Attached is a list of broad topics that will be addressed during the event. Questions will be 
drawn from a variety of sources: books, videotapes, pamphlets, articles, brochures, and 
particularly publications and reputable websites of county historical societies and 
research institutions. Some good resources for local history include the following: 

 
L’Anse Skanee Centennial Book (Baraga County Historical Society, 1971) 

Keweenaw Character (David “Mac” Frimodig, 1990) 

This Land, the Ontonagon (Bruce Johanson, 1985)  

Beyond the Boundaries (Larry Lankton, 1997) 

Cradle to Grave (Larry Lankton, 1991) 

Baragaland Bicentennial 1776-1976 (Lumberjack Citizens Society of Baraga, 1976)  

Wonderful Power (Susan Martin, 1999) 

Some Copper Country Names and Places (Clarence Monette, 1975) 

Strangers and Sojourners (Arthur Thurner, 1994) 

The Diary of Bishop Frederic Baraga (Walling and Rupp, eds., 1990) 

 
Teams are not expected to memorize the preceding publications; rather, a good 
skimming is suggested. Teams will receive questions randomly, so focusing on only one 
aspect of a region’s history (mining, for example) is not advised. Rather, a team should 
endeavor to achieve a broad knowledge of the four-county area encompassing 
Houghton, Keweenaw, Baraga, and Ontonagon counties.  Coaches should assist teams in 
finding good sources for local history research. If time permits, a trip to local historical 
societies or archives could be helpful. Field trips of their own local area would also provide 
examples of historical artifacts and architecture still visible today. 
 
It is hoped that this will be an educational and enjoyable experience for everyone 
involved, regardless of knowledge level or advance preparation.  
 
For further information, or to register a team, contact: 

 
Brian Hoduski 

906-337-1104 ext. 251 
brian_hoduski@nps.gov 

Thank you for your interest in this event! 

http://www.nps.gov/kewe/2004-topics.htm

